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REMARKS 

Claims 1, 5, 6, 9-1 1 and 14-27 are now pending. By this Amendment, claim 1 is 
amended and claims 27 is added. 

In the Final Rejection mailed February 17, 2004, claims 1, 5, 6, 10, 1 1, 14, 19 and 20- 
26 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, first paragraph, for allegedly lacking enablement. 
Applicants traversed this rejection, as well as the other rejections set forth in the final 
rejection, in the Amendment After Final Rejection that was filed on Jime 17, 2004. In fiirther 
response to this rejection, the following comments are included: 

Based on filing of a Request for Continued Examination filed herewith, the 
Declaration submitted with the Amendment After Final Rejection on June 17, 2004 should 
now be fiilly considered. It is respectfiiUy submitted that this Declaration clearly 
demonstrates that antisense technology is enabled at least with respect to treating metastatic 
tumor cells of epithelial tissue origin. Although the evidence that has been provided relates to 
breast cancer and melanoma, it is respectfiiUy submitted that these experiments are 
representative of other types of metastatic tumor cells of epithelial tissue origin. Thus, it is 
respectfiiUy submitted that the fiiU scope of claim 1 is enabled by the present specification. 

As fiirther evidence of this, attached are a number of scientific abstracts showing that 
thrombin receptors are expressed in a large number of cancers (prostate, pancreatic, ovarian) 
and, fiirthermore, that expression and activation of this receptor induces cell proliferation in 
these cancers (Greenberg et al. 2003). These scientific articles show that the inventors have 
found a common motif demonstrated in epithelial cancers - - fiinctional thrombin receptor 
expression and activity, and that the inventors fiirther found that closing this expression by 
administration of antisense sequences, as shown for two members of this family (melanoma 
and breast cancer cells), would avoid fiirther proliferation of cancer cells. Thus, it is 



-5- 



Application No 09/744,679 



respectfully submitted that the present application clearly enables the treatment of metastatic 
tumor cells of epithelial tissue origin with antisense technology. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that this application is in 
condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration and prompt allowance of claims 1, 5, 6, 
9-11 and 14-27 are eamestly solicited. 

Should the Examiner believe that anything further would be desirable in order to place 
this application in even better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned at the telephone number set forth below. 
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